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COMMENDA TION. 

From the late Lord Bishop of WmcHESTER, 

I HEABTILY commend this Companion to the Book of 
Common Prayer as qualified to be, under the blessing 
of QcOT>y of great use to young Churchmen. 

S. WINTON. 
Ajnil 80, 1878. 

From the present Lord Bishop of 
Winchester. 

I ENTIBBLT concuT in the commendation of this Book 

by my predecessor, and believe that it wiD prove very 

valuable in Schools. 

E. H. WINTON. 
Jaru 12, 1874. 

CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER I. 

% 5!)ort Kurtors of ti|e JPrager^lSoofc ... 3 

CHAFTEB IL 

€^Mmttal8 of ^Public )0raser 5 

CHAPTER IIL 

9rt)e Ctrtstian gear 7 

CHAPTER IV. 

IBrfinitions of Sfccltstausttcal QSSortis . -13 

CHAPTER V. 

^rliei of IBailg ^ragtr 14 

CHAPTER VI. 

ILttant; •....«•• 34 



CHAPTER I. 
9 £|^ort f^tdtorg of tfie Prager Book. 

Sources.— Our present Liturgy is derived from the 
ancient Latin Services of the Church of England. The 
compilers took as their guide the Holy Scriptures and 
the Primitive Liturgies, and as their model the famous 
" Salisbury Book" (or Sarum Use), which was the stan- 
dajxl Book in use throughout the greater part of England, 
and was compiled by Osmund, Bishop of Salisbury and 
Chancellor to William the Conqueror. 

The Prayer Book passed through several revisions 
before it reached its present form, viz. : — 

L The King's Primer, A.D. 1546. 

II. First Prayer Book of King Edward VI., a.d. 1549. 

III. Second Prayer Book of King Edward VI., a.d. 
1551. 

IV. First Kevision of Second Book in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, a.d. 1559. 

V. Second Revision of Second Book in the reign of 
King James L, a.d. 1604. 

VI. Third Revision of Second Book in the reign of 
Charles II., A.D. 1662. 

I. The 'King's Primer (1545) contained the Creed, 
Lord's Prayer, Commandments, Venite, Te Deum and 
some Hymns and Collects. It was begun in the reign of 
Henry VIII., but not finished until after his death. 
Verjr soon the Clergy began to urge for a more complete 
book. A Committee of Bishops and Clergy was appointed, 
and the result of their labours was the production of 

II. First Prayer Book of Kingr Edward VI. 
(1549). In this Book the Morning and Evening Services 
commenced with the Lord's Prayer, and ended in the 
former with the Collect for Grace, in the latter with 
the Prayer " Lighten our darkness." The Psalter was 
divided that it might be sung through monthly instead 
of weekly, and tlio ApostW Creed was substituted for 
that of S. Athanasius, except on certain Festivals named 
in the Rubric. 

115 The Second Prayer Book of Ki 
Edward (1551) was a revision of the First. ' 



4 A Short History of the Prayer Book 

Sentences, Exhortation, Confeasion and Absolutioii were 
added to the Morning Service. 

During the reign of Queen Mary the First and Second 
Books were suppressed and the old Latin Services wore 
revived. On the accession of Queen Elizabeth the 
Prayer Book was restored ; and then tiie auestion arose 
as to whether the First or Second Book Bbould be 
adopted. This discussion resulted in a 

iV. Revision of the Second Book (1659), some- 
times called Qawa MizabeUi,*8 Prayer Book, In this the 
Prayers for the Queen and Clergy, and the Calendar and 
Table of Lessons (old Lectionary), were added. 

v. King Jamee the First's Revision (1604). 
When King James I. came to the throne the Puritans 
made an attempt to get the Prayer Book altered. 
The King summoned a conference at Hampton Court to 
discuss the matter, but the demands of the Puritans 
were so unreasonable that he dissolved it after three 
days, and the result was that only a few additions were 
made, namely, the Prayer for the Boyal Family, and the 
Special Thanksgivings after the Litany. Our translation 
of the Bible was made in this reign. The Puritans, who 
had been striving for years to effect the suppression of the 
Prayer Book, gained their object during the Great Rebel- 
lion. They made the use of it either in public or private 
a crime, and imposed heavy penalties on those who 
dared to disobey. 

VI. King Charles the Second's Revision 
(1662). At the Bestoration, when the Prayer Book 
again came into use, the Puritans petitioned the King 
to abolish it partially, if not entirely. He instituted 
a Commission known as the " Savoy Conference," con- 
sisting equally of Episcopalians and Presbyterians, but 
nothing was effected. The work of revision was then 
transferred to the two Houses of Convocation, which 
unanimously adopted some additions, viz. :— the Qeneral 
Thanksgiving, the Prayers for the "High Court of 
Parliament," and for "All Conditions of Men.** The 
Sentences, Exhortation, Confession, and Absolution were 
introduced into the Evening Service. This last revision 
was ordered by the Act of Uniformity, and the only 
'^^ration that has taken place since that time has been 
^vision of the Lectionary. (See p. 26.) 
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CHAPTER II. 

(SwmiM» of Public ^tdL^tu 

I. rjIHE essentials of Public Worship, accord- 
-^ ing to the lequirements of the Church of England, 
are — first, that it mast be offered by an appointed Minis- 
ter; secondly, that it should be in a consetnuted hiildiiig; 
thirdly, that it be performed in a langvux/ge understood by 
the people, that they may join together in heart and 

voice in the worship of Almighty ($3D. S. Paul says — 
' ' Except ye utter wordi easy to be nndentood, how shall it be known 
what is spoken? 

** Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my under- 
standing, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand 
words in an unknown tongue." 1 Cor. ziv. 9, 19. 

II. Argruments for set forms.— The use of set 
forms is prescribed by Almighty God in the various 
forms given to the Jews. 

fa) The form of blessing. Numb, vi 24, 27. 

[h) The form to be used when tJie ark set forward 
and rested. Numb. x. 35, 36. 

(c) The form of offering the first-lruits. Dent, zxvi 
1, 11, and others. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ sanctioned a set form by 
giving His disciples " The Lord's Prayer," and by His 
attendance at tne synago^e and the services of the 
Temple. From the earliest times of the Christian 
Church, Liturgies were in use ; the most ancient are 
called after the names of S. Mark, S. James, S. Peter, and 
S. John, and if not actually compiled by them they were 
by their earliest successors. There is a special blessing 
promised to imited prayer in S. Matt xviii. 19, 20. 

" If two of you shall agree on earth as touchinganything that they 
shall ask, it shall be done fur them of My Father Which is in Heaven." 

And two people cannot agree unless they have some 
set form of words, that they may know beforehand what 
they are going to say. 

The great advantagres of a set form are— first, that 
the whole Church, and not one congregation only, is 
joining together in grayer and praise ; secondly, tliat 
the people can pray with heart and voice, and not merely 
listen, because they know what is going to be said. 

1 [1. The threefold order of Ministry.— The 
order of Ministry in the Chnvoh, both imder the Jew' 
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and Gk>8pel die^ensations, has always been tlircefold. 
In the Jewish Church there were 

1. The High-Priest ; 2. The Priests ; 3. The Levites. 

Our LoBD Jesus Christ, when He was on earth, set 
forth, as it were by anticipation, the threefold Ministry 
of the Christian Church. 

1. Jesus Christ Himself, the giisat High Priest 

2. The Twelve Apostles. 

3. The Seventy Disciples. 

When He sent His Apostles as His Father had sent 
Him, He commissioned them to send others in a never- 
ending succession to the end of the world. S. John 
XX. 21 ; S. Matt, xxviii 19, 20. After His Ascension 
their very first act was to appoint another Apostle in the 
place of Judas. 

(a) Bishops.— When the number of Christians was 
so multiplied that more chief Pastors were required, and 
more especially when their course was nearly finished, 
the Apostles appointed the order of Bishops to be their 
representatives and successors. The office of a Bishop, 
in addition to that of a Priest, is to consecrate other 
Bishops, ordain Priests and Deacons, to confirm, and to 
rule the Church. (See 1 Tim. iii. 1, 6.) 

(6) Priests.— Then we read in Acts xiv. 23, that 
"they ordained elders in every Church." The word 
Priest is a contraction of the Greek Presbyter, an Elder. 
Thus Presbyter — Prester — Prest or Priest. The office of 
a Priest is to administer the Sacraments, and to preach 
the Word of God. 

(c) Deacons.— Very soon after the day of Pentecost, 
the Apostles appointed the order of Deacons to assist 
them m their work, and that this order was perpetuated 
we learn from S. Paul, who in his Epistles sets forth the 
duties of a Deacon, and speaks of them as existing in 
other churches than in that of Jerusalem, where the first 
seven were ordained. The office of a Deacon is to assist 
the Priest in the services of the Church, and to preach. 
Thus S. Philip baptized. Acts viiL 38, and S. Stephen 
preached. Acts vL 10. A Deacon may not celebrate 
Holy Communion, nor pronounce absolution. 

Thus we have the three orders which have existed 
^^'om the time of the Apostles, and will continue to the 

1 of the world, viz., 1. Bishops; 2. Priests ; 3. Deacons. 



CHAPTER IIL 
Eie (!ri|tti5ttan gear. 

rpHE Christiau yeax is divided into ei^ht Seasons, 
J. each of which is to remind iis in some way of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. It is quite distinct from the 
** World's year," with its four seasons of Spring, Sum- 
mer, Autumn, and Winter, which begins on the first of 
January. 

I. Advent is the first Seasou of the Church's year. 
It begins on the Sunday nearest to S. Andrew's Day, 
Nov. 30, and continues until Christmas Eve. The 
word Advent means " coming." This holy season speaks 
to us of the two comings of our Lord Jbsus Christ ; 
first, as our Saviour, when He was bom into the world ; 
secondly, as our Judge, when He will come at the Last 
Dffv. There are four Sundavs in Advent. 

Christmas Eve is the Vigil of Chi'istmas Day. 

II. OHBISTMAS DAY, Dec. 26. On this day 
the Church celebrates the Nativity of our Lord Jbsus 
Christ, tibe Son of God, Who became Incarnate, that 
is, was made Flesh, or took our nature upon Him. This 
Season lasts until the Epiphany. The Festival itself is 
kept up throughout Hhe Octave, that is, for eight days. 
In the Communion Service in the Prayer Book will be 
found a " Proper Preface" for each of the four greatest 
Festivals, — Christmas, Easter, Ascension, and Whitsun 
Day, which is appointed to be said on tiiose days and 
"seven days after." The three days immediately fol- 
lowing Christmas Day are 

Dec. 26. S. Stephen, the flnt martyr, and one of the first seven 
deacons. He was stoned to death by tne Jews. 

Dec. 27. 8. John, Apostle ttnd BranAelist, "the disciple whom Jerus 
loved." He wrote the Gospel and E^stles which bear his name, and 
also " The Revelation." 

Dec. 28. Holy Innocents. We keep in memory the Infants who were 
killed by order of King Herod when he tried to take our Saviour' 
Ufe. 

Jan. 1. The Oircumoision of our Blessed Lc 
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took place on the eighth day after His Birth. This waa 
the Bite by which tiie Jews entered into covenant with 
Gk)D, as Christians do by Baptism, 
The Collect, EpiBtle, and Gospel for this day Berve tiU the Epipliany. 

III. Jan. 6. The Epiphany, or Manifestation of 
Chbist to the Qentiles. The Church commemorates 
the coming of the Magi, or Wise Men from the East, to 
worship the Infant Jbsus, and to offer Him gifts. They 
brought Him gold, because He was a King ; fvankin- 
cense or incense, because He was God ; and myrrh, be- 
cause He was Man, and was to die — myrrh being one of 
the spices used to embalm dead bodies. The word 
Epiphany means *' to manifest" or " make known." On 
this day our Blessed Saviour was made known to tiie 
Qentiles, therefore it is a great day of rejoicing to us 
who are Gentiles. All those who were not Jews were 
called Gentiles. It is sometimes called " Twelfth Day,'' 
because it is twelve days after Christmas. This Season 
varies in length, according to when Easter falls. Some- 
times it extends over six Sundays, and at others only one. 

SeptuaereBima Sunday, so called because it is 
about seventv days before Easter. This Season is a pre- 
paration for Ijent, and lasts until Ash Wednesday. The 
two following Sundays are called 

Bexageslma, or about the sixtieth day before Easter. 
Qninqiuisesiina, or about the fiftieth day before Easier. 

IV. Lent, of which the first day is Ash Wednes- 
day, the Forty Days' fast, which lasts (Simdays ex- 
cepted) till Easter Eve. Lent is a preparation for Gk>od 
Friday and Easter. It also reminds us of our Blessed 
Lord's Forty Days' fast in the Wilderness before Hi« 
temptation. There are six Sundays in Lent. 

The fourth Sunday is caUed Refreshment Sunday, probably becauRe 
the Gospel for the Day is the account of the miraculous feeding of the 
five thousand. 

The fifth is called Passion Sunday, because we are now drawing near 
to tiie time of our Lord's Passion. 

Palm Sunday^ the sixth Sunday in Lent, and the 
first day of Holy Week. On this day we commemorate j 
our Blessed Lord's triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
riding upon an ass ; and the multitudes strewed branches, | 
nd spread garments in the way, crying, '' Hosanna to 
3 Son of JDavid." This Is the most solemn week ol 
J whole year. j 



MandM in Holy Week. Our Blessed Lord onised the barren fig- 
tree, anadrove out the buyers and sellers from the Temple. 

Tuesday. He tanght in the Temple for the last time. 

Wednesday. He was betrayed to the Chief Priests by His own 
Apostle, Judas Iscariot, for thirty pieces of silver. 

iiawiday Thwrsday (or Day of the Command). On the evening of 
this day onr Lord and MastAr Jesus Christ waslied His disdple^net, 
and then ate with thorn the Passover; after which He Instituted the 
Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood. On this nighc He sufTered 
the most awful agony in the Garden of Oethsemane. 

Good Friday. The most solemn day of the whole 
year. The day on which Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son 
of €k)D, suflfered the most cruel and shameful death of 
the Cross for us, sinners. He hung upon the Cross, 
His Sacred Hands and Feet pierced with nails, until at 
three o'clock, " He cried with a loud voice, and gave up 
the Ghost.*' 

Easter Even. He rested in the grave. 

V. EASTEB DAY. On this day, the greatest 
Festival of the Christian year, our Blessed Lord rose 
from the dead. This Feast continues on Easter Monday 
and Tuesday, and throughout the week, until the follow- 
ing Sunday, called Low Sunday. The season of Easter 
extends through the " Great Forty Day^.** till Ascension 
Day, during which time Jesus remained on earth after 
His Resurrection. There are five Sundays after Easter. 
The first of these is called Low Sunday, from its being 
a lesser Easter Day ; the last. Rogation Sunday. 

The Bogratlon Days are the Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
before Ascension Day. They are specially sot nnart for asking Gtod's 
blessing on the fhiits of the earth. The word Rogation comes firom 
a Latin word, rogcbre, to ask or pray. 

VL ASCENSION DAY, or Holy Thursday. The 
day on which Jesus Christ ascended into Heaven, 
where ''He sitteth on the Right Hand of God tiie 
Father Almighty." Ascension-tide lasts ten days, till 

VII. WHITSUN DAY, or Pentecost, a Feast in 
honour of the descent of the Holy Spirit, the Third 
Person of the Ever-Blessed Trinity, upon the Apostles. 
It was ten days after the Ascension, and fifty after 
Easter. The word Pentecost means "fiftieth." Thi«* 
Festival continues through Whitsun Monday and T'' 
day, and throughout the week. 
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The Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday in WMtstui 
week are called 

Ember Days, whicli are days set apart for fasting, 
and prayer for those who are about to be ordained. 

The four Eml)er Seasons are the Wednesday, Friday, and Satoxdjij 
after the first Sunday in Lent, Whitsun Day, Sept 14 and Deo. 18. 
The ordination Sunday is the one following each of these seasoiuL 

yill. Trinity Sunday. This is the summing up, 
as it were, of all the other Festivals. We have com- 
memorated the love of God the Father in sending TTia 
Only-Begotten Son ; and of God the Son in becoming 
Incarnate for us ; and of the Father and the Son in 
sending the Holt Spirit, and the love of the Blessed 
Spirit in giving Himself to us. To-day we gather all 
these into one act of worship, and praise and adore the 
Ever-Blessed Trinity, God &ie Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghost, Three Persons in One God ; 
we praise Him for His Great Glory, and give Him thanks 
for our Creation, Bedemption, and Sanctification. 

Other Holy Days.— There are certain other days, 
both Festivals, or days of joy, and Fasts, or days of fasting 
and prayer, appointed by the Church to be observed. 

Sunday is the Christian's "Weekly Feast. Since the 
Creation there has always been one day in the week set 
apart for the service of God. Under the old dispensa- 
tion it was Saturday, the seventh day, because on this 
day God rested from His work of Creation. We keep 
Sunday, the first day, because Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the 
Church on the first day of the week. 

Friday is the Weekly Fast, because on this day out 
Blessed Saviour died on the Cross for us. 

There are also days appointed on which we celebrate 

the memories of God's Samts. The djys preceding these 

are called Vigils or Eves. A Table of all these will be 

found in the beginning of the Prayer-Book. 

a Vigil is the Fast day which comes before a FestivaL An Eve is the 
day before a Festival, whether it is a Fast day or not. Every Festival 
has an Eve, but only some have Vigils. If a Festival fall on aMonday, 
the Vigil is to be kept on Saturday, and Sunday is the Eve. 

The other Holy Days or Saints' Days are as follows: — 
'ov. 30. S. Andrew, Apostle and Martyr. He 
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was brother to S. Peter, and the first called of the twelve 
Apostles. S. John i 40. He suffered martyrdom by 
being fastened to a cross the shape of an X, a.d. 70, 
Hence this is called S. Andrew's Cross. 
A martyr is one who bears witness by his death to tlie faith of Cbrxst 

Deo. 21. S. Thomas, Apostle and Martyr. He 
preached the Gospel in India, where he suffered 
martyrdom by being stoned and thrust through the 
body with a lance, a.d. 44. 

Jan. 25. The Oonversion of S. Paul. On 

this day we commemorate the miraculous conversion oi 
S. Paul, the account of which is given in Acts ix. 

Feb. 2. The Puriflcation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. This day is kept in memory and 
honour both of the Presentation of our Lord in the 
Temple, and the Purification of His Mother, the fortieth 
day after His Birth, according to the law of Moses, S. 
Luke ii. 22-35. It was on this occasion that Symeon 
gave utterance to the Canticle called ''The Song of 
Symeon," which forms part of the Evening Service. 

Feb. 24. S. Matthias, Apostle and Martvr. 
He was the one chosen in the place of the traitor Judas 
Iscariot. Acts i. 26. 

March 25. The Annunciation of the Bless- 
ed Virgin Mary. On this day the Angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to tell the Blessed Virgin Mary 
that she should be the Mother of Jesus Christ, tiie 
Son of God. S. Luke i 31. 

April 25. S. Mark, Evangelist and Martyr, was 
one of the four Evangelists, but not one of the Apostles. 
He wrote the Gospel which bears hib came. He founded 
the Church at Alexandria, where he suffered martjrrdom. 

May 1. SS. Philip and James, Apostles and 

Martyrs. S. Philip was of Bethsaida, S. John i. 43. 

He was stoned to death. 

There were two A.postIes called James— James, the son of Zobedee 
and brother of S. John the Evangelist, who is called S. James the Great ; 
and James, the son of Alphsus, who is commemorated to-day, and 
is called S. James the Leas. 

S. James the Less was the first Bishop of Jerusalem. 

Acts XV. 13, 19. He suffered martyixlom by being first 

throwTi from a piimacle of the Temple and afterwar^ 

beaten with clubs till he died. 
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June 11. S. Barnabas, Apostle and MartyL 
He was not one of the Twelve. He was ordained with 
S. Paul at Antioch, by special command of the Holy 
Ghost, as Apostle to the Gentiles. Acts ziii. 2. 

June 24. The Nativity of S. John 
Baptist. On this day we celebrate the birth of the 
Messenger who was sent to prepare the way for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He was the son of Zacharias 
and Elisabeth. S. Luke i. 57. 

June 20. S. Peter, Apostle and Martyr. The 
second Apostle called. S. John L 40. He suffered 
martyrdom a.d. 66 by being cmdfied with his head 
downwards. 

July 25. S. James the Great, Apostle and Mar- 
tvr, was the brother of S. John the EvangeliRt He was 
the first of the Apostles to suffer martyrdom. ' Acts xii. 2. 

August 24. S. Bartholomew, Apostle and 
Martyr, was the Nathanael whom S. Philip brought 
to Jesus. S. John i 46. 

Sept. 21. S. Matthew, Apostle and Martyr, 
called from the receipt of custom. S. Matt. ix. 9. He 
was one of Uie Twelve, and one of the four Evangelists^ 

Sept. 129. S. Miohael and All Angftlfl. 

1)his 18 a Feast in honour of the Holy Angels. S. 
Michael is one of the Archangels, and is called ''one 
of the Chief Princes." Dan. x. 13. 

Oct. 18. S. Luke, Evangrelist. He was a 
physician, and accompanied S. Paul on some of his 
journeys. Acts xvi. 10, He wrote one of the Gk)spels 
and the Acts of the Apostles. 

Oct. 28. SS. Simon and Jude, Apostles 
and Martyrs. S. Simon is called Simon the Canaanite 
in the list of the Apostles, S. Mark iii. 18, and Simon 
Zelotes, S. Luke vi. 15. S. Jude wrote the Epistle 
which bears his name. 

Nov. 1. All Saints' Day is a Festival in honour 
of all the Saints who have ever lived. There are so many 
— men, women and children — that the Church cannot 
commemorate each one separately, so she appoints one 
day in which she gathers up the 'whole that none may 
' o left out. 



CHAPTER IV. 
iSefinittoiut ot (Scclestasttcol nSorlJd. 

(The Title Page df Prayer Book.) 

Common Prayer. A set form commou to all, 
and used in Public Worship. 

Church. The word means " Lord's House/' and is 
applied to the whole body of Christian.^ who form the 
Hvinff temple of Christ. 

Administration. Act of administering. 

Kite. The manner of performing a ceremony. 

Ceremony. An external custom appointed by law- 
ful human authority. 

Calendar. A list containing the months and days 
of the year, with the events which mark them. 

Canticle. A hymn or song, generally applied to 
those taken from the Scripture, excepting the Psalms. 

Ember-Day. So called from an ancient custom of 
eatins; nothing on those days till night, and then only a 
cake Daked under the embers, called ember-bread. 

Eve. The day before a Festival 

Fast. A day of abstiaence from food and pleasures, 
appointed by the Church. 

Feast. A day of rejoicing. 

Lectionary. A book containing the list of the 
portions of the Holy Scriptures appointed to be read 
during Divine Service throughout tne year. 

Lent. The season of Spring. Hence Lenten Fast. 

Litany. A form of prayer consisting of short 
supplications. 

Lesser Litany. " Lord, have mercy upon us," etc. 

Bog'ation. Asking, from rogare, to pray or ask. 

Rubric. The directions as to how the service is to 
be conducted ; so called because they used to be printed 
in red letters. 

Saint. A holy person. 

Saints' Days. The days on which we celebrate the 
death, or some event in the life, of a Saint. 

Versicle. A short verse. a 2 



CHAPTEK V. 

®ttier of Batig IPragec* 

Order of Service, Momiiifir. 

1. The Sentences. 

2. Exhortation. 

3. General Confession. 

4. Absolution. 

6. The Lord's Prayer. 

6. Veraicles and Besponaee. 

7. The Venite. 

8. Psalms. 

9. First Lesson, firom the Old Testament. 

10. Te Deum, or Benedicite. 

11. Second Lesson, from the New Testaipent. 

12. Benedictus, or Jubilate. 

13. Apostles' Greed. 

14. Lesser Litany, Lord's Prayer, and Versicles. 

15. The three Collects. 

16. Anthem or Hymn. 

17. The Collects for the Queen, Boyal Family, and 
Clergy. 

18. The Prayer for All Sorts and Conditions of Men. 

19. The General Thanksgiving. 

20. The Prayer of S. Chrysostom. 

21. The Benediction. 

The EveninfiT Service follows the same order as the 
Morning, ezceptins that the Venite is omitted, and the 
Oantides after the liessons are different (See pp. 22, 23>. 

THE SENTENCES. 

These are taken from different parts of Holy Scripture, 

and are to teach us the need of repentance. The Rubric 

directs that the Minister shall read one or more of 

them. 

The Minister is the person who officiates, whether he be Bishop, 
Priest, or Deacon. 

When the wicked man, etc. This is a pro- 
mise to those who repent. To repent is not only to be 
sorry for our sins, but to give them up. 

^e next three ore from the fifty-first Psalm — 
David's confession and prayer for forgiveness after his 
great sin. 
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Bend your hearts, etc., is an exhortation to re- 
pentance. To rend or to tear the garments was ^ sign 
of sorrow. Jacob rent his clothes when he thought 
Joseph was dead ; and David, when he heard that Saul 
was killed. 

To the Lord, etc., is part of Daniel's confession 
of the sins of the Jews, and prayer for pardon, during 
the Babylonian Captivity. 

Repent ye, exo., is the message of S. John Baptist. 

I 'vnll arise, etc. The resolution of the Prodigal 
Son. 

Enter not, etc. To be justified is to be considered 
good. 

If we say, etc., teaches us that no man is without 
sin. We all have need of pardon, and to obtain pardon 
we must know our sins, and confess them. 

THE EXHORTATION. 

The Minister then exhorts or incites the people to 
confess their sins before they draw near to Gk>D in praise 
and prayer. 

Brethren, because God is our Father, and we are 
all His children by adoption, whetlier old or young, 
rich or poor. 

Sundry, several or various. 

Manifold, many in number or kind. 

To dissemble or cloke is to hide under a false 
appearance. 

The same refers to our <* sins and wickedness." 

Infinite, without limits. 

So to do refers to '' hiimbly to acknowledge our sins.'' 

The four reasons for which we '' assemble and meet 
together" in pubHc worship are stated to be 

1. To render thanks for all the benefits or good 
gifts we receive from God. We do this specially in 
the ** General Thanksgiving." The difference between 
thanking and praising God is, that we thank Him for 
what He djoes^ but we praise Him for what He ii, 

2. To praise Qodl We praise Him in the Psalms, 
Canticle3, Hymns, and Doxologies. 

3. To heair His most Holy Word. The Lea 
sons and Sermons. 

4 To ask. In the Prayers and Litany. 
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THE CONFESSION. 

This is called a General Confession, because it is 
said by all present, and because in it we confess our sins 
in general terms, and not each mentioning our own par 
ticular sins. 

We address God as our Father, therefore we ask par- 
don as children. 

As Almighty. Able to do all things. All-power- 
ful, therefore we should fear to offend Him. 

Most mercifxil. Therefore if we have sinned, we 
must not be afraid to come and confess our sins. 

To err or stray. To wander. 

Devices and desires. Our inclinations. 

Thy holy laws. The Ten Commandments. Every 
wrong thing we do, say or think, is breaking one or 
other of the commandments. 

We have left undone. Sins of omission, such 
as not saying our |)raver3, staying away from Church, 
neglecting to do a Idndness to another. 

We have done. Sins of commission, such as 
idleness, irreverence in Church, deceit, untruthfulness, 
selfishness, disobedience, etc. 

No health in us. This refers to our souls. As 
our bodies are unhealthy when we are ill, so are our 
souls when we do what is wrong, for sin is the sickness 
of the soul. 

But thou, O Lord, etc. Having confessed our 
sins, we ask God to have mercy upon us, to spare us the 
punishment of sin, and to restore or bring us back to 
Him, and we ask Him to do all this that we may amend 
our lives ; not, when He has forgiven us, go away and 
sin again. 

That we may live a godly. Fulfilling our 
duty towards God. 

Kigrhteous. Fulfilling our duties towards our 
neighbour. 

And sober life. Towards ourselves, keeping our 
bodies in temperance, soberness, and chastity. 

To the glory of Thy Holy Name. And not 
to do all this that we may think well of ourselves, oi 
appear good before other people, but to praise and glorify 
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THE ABSOLUTION. 

The word Minister is here changed for Priest, because 
none but a Priest (a Bishop is a Priest as well as a 
Bishop) can pronounce Absolution. He stands, because 
he pronounces it with authority. 

To absolve ifi to free from, and so to forgive. To 
remit is to put away. 

Hie Sentences have told how ready God is to forgive, 
and now the Priest, as God's representative, declares His 
forgiveness to those who fulfil the two conditions required, 
viz., Bepentance and Faith. ''He pardoneth aU . . . 
xepent and . . . believe • . . GospeU' 

There are three forms of Absolution in our Prayer Book. 

1. jDec^otory, that in the Morning and Evening 
Services. 

2. Precatory, that in the Communion Service. 

3. AtUhoritative, that in the office for Visitation of the 
SicL 

Almighty Qod, Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, we speak of God in the Absolution as the 
Father of our Lord j£sus, because it is through His 
merits alone that we obtain pardon and mercy. 

Death of a sinner. Spiritual death or death of 
the soul. 

To pronounce. To speak with authority. 

Unfei^rnedly. Really, sincerely, without feigning 
or pretending. 

£itemaiL That which has neither beginning nor 
ending. 

THE LOBD^S PRAYER 

Audible voice. One that may be heard. 

The Lord's Prayer is here said with the Doxology, 
** For Thine is the Kingdom," etc., because it is used as 
an act of Praise. When it is preceded by the Lesser 
Litany and followed by Prayer the Doxology is omitted. 

THE VERSICLES. 

The two Versicles and Responses that follow are 
taken from the Fifty-first and Seventieth Psalms. 

Glory be to the Father, etc., is a Doxology. 
It is sometimes called the Lesser Creed, because though 
chiefly an act of Praise, it is also a Profession of Faith 
in the Blessed Trinity. 
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Praise ye the Lord i« the same as Hallelujah, 
There was no Kesponse in the ancient Services. It 
was added in the last Revision in 1662. 

THE CANTICLES.^ 

1. THE VENITB. 

The ancient name for this Psalm is the Invitatoiy, or 
invitation to worship God. It used to be said wmlst 
the people were commg into Church. It is omitted on 
Easter I)av, when another Anthem is appointed, which 
is taken n'om the Epistles, praising Christ in His 
glorious Besurrection. It will be found in the Prayer 
feook just before the Collect for Easter Day. 

On the Nineteenth Day of the Month, the Yenite 
occurs in the ordinary course of the Psalms. 

Yenite, exultemus Deo is the Latin for '^0 
come, let us sing unto the Lord.^ 

In the 1st and 2nd Verses we praise God as 
f)ur Saviour. 

Verses 3 and 4 as our King. 

Verses 5 €Uid 6 as our Creator. 

Verse 7 fts the Good Shepherd. 

Verses 8 and 9. The Israelites provoked God to 
wrath when they murmured against Him and wished 
themselves back in Egypt, and are a warning to us. 

*'Aiid at Taberah, and at Massali, and at Eibroth-hattaavah, ya pro> 
voked tbe Lord to wrath." Deuteronomy iz. 22. 

"And tiiey tempted God in their hearts, when they required meat for 
their lusts. ''^ PtaXm, Ixxviii. 19. 

Verses 10 and 11. He punished them for their 

rebellion by sending them back into the wilderness for 

forty years. None of those who were over twenty years 

of age when they left E^^t were allowed to enter the 

promised land excepting Joshua and Caleb. 

The Gloria Patri.is to be repeated at the end of every Canticle and 
Psalm excepting "Te Deum.'^ The object of this is that the JeWLsb 
Psalms may become Cliristian Hymns. 

2. THB TE DEUM. 

{To be VMd after the First Lesson of Morning Prayer.) 

Te Deum Laudamus is the Latin for " We praise 
Thbe, O God." There are two main divisions ; 

I. The first thirteen verses of this Hymn are an act 
of Praise to the Ever-Blessed Trinity — the Church 
Militant (or fighting) on earth uniting with the Church 
1 These are all placed tooether for convenience. 
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triumphant in Heaven^ the Angels, the Apostles, Pro< 
phets, and Marhrrs, in the worsmp of Almighty QoD. 

To Thee Cnenibiin, eto. The Cherobim and 
Seraphim arc two of the orders of Angels. 

"Above it stood tlie Seraphim. . . . Aud one cried to another, and 
•aid. Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoata ; the whole earth la ftdl 
ct His Glory." Itaiak vi. 2, 8. 

Sabaoth. The same as hosts or armies. 

Verses 7, 8, 9. The Apostles, the founders of 
the Church ; the Prophets, who foretold His coming ; 
the Martyrs, all those who haye died for the faith of 
Christ ; these now liye for eyer, praising Qod. 

Verse 10. This teaches us 

1. There is only one "Tiurch. 

2. That she is Catholic or Uniyersal. 

3. That she is Holy. She is Holj because Christ 
her Head is Holy ; and her members are Holy because 
they are the temples of the Holy Ghost 

" Enow ye not that yonr bodies are the members of Christ ? What ! 
Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Qhost, which ia 
in youT" 1 CcHnthimM vl 15, 19. 

Verses 11, 12, 13, express the faith of the Holy 
Catholic Church in the Three Persons of the Blessed 
Trinity— 

The Father. 

The Only-Begotten Son. 

The Hoiv Ghost. 

II. The latter part of this Hymn, from yerse 14, 

Thou ai*t the King: of Ghlory, etc., is addressed 
to Christ in His Incarnation. 

The Incarnation means the taking of our flesh ; being made man. 

Verses 16 aoid 16. We praise Jesus Christ in 
His two Natures, and in the two following yerses for 
His Passion, Hesurrection, and Ascension. 

Thou art the Everlastin&r Son of the 
Father. His Diyine Nature, or the Nature of God, 
w Mch He had from all Eternity. 

When Thou tookest upon Thee to deliver 
man, Thou didst not abhor the Virgin's 
womb, refers to His human nature, or the nature 
of man, which He took upon Him when He came into 
the world. 

To abhor means to shrink from or to hate. 

When Thou hadst ov<»rcome the shar 
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ness of death. Jbsus overcame the sharpness of 
death when He rose from the grave. '' The snarpness 
of death" alluded to His awful sufferixigs on the Cross 
and in the Qarden of Qethsemane. 

To overcome is to conquer or subdiie. 

Thou didst open the Elincrdoxn of Heaven 
to all believers. Thou sittest at the Bigrht 
Hand of €k)D, etc. He opened the Kingdom of 
Heaven to us when he ascendea, in our nature, to the 
Throne of God, where He now sitteth in Glory. 

We believe that Thou shalt come to be 
our Jud^e. Here we profess our faith in His Second 
Coming at the Last Day. 

The remaining verses are a prayer to Jesus to help 
us to prepare for that awful Day. 

Verse 20. To redeem is to "buy back.'* God 
made man very good. When he fell away through dis- 
obedience he sold himself to the bondage of Satan. 
Jesus bought us back by shedding His Erecious Blood 
on the Gross. 

Ver. 24. To magrnify God is to make Him 
appear great in the eyes of others. Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego magnified Him when they refused to 
worship the image King Nebuchadnezzar had set up 
When the King saw that God had preserved thein, 
he blessed Him and acknowledged His greatness, and 
forbade that anjr other god than the One True God 
should be worshipped throughout his 4ominions. 

So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, by their obe- 
dience to God, made Him appear great in the eyes of 
the King. 

Ver. 28. To lighten. To come down upon. 

8. THE BENEDIGITE. 

This was the Song of the Three Holy Children, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, as they walked in 
the midst of the fiery furnace. 

In this Hymn all Creation is called upon to praise and 
magnify God. 

It is used instead of the Te Dewm from Septuageaima 
till Easter, partly because it is the Spring-time of the 
year, when the trees, fruits, and flowers are budding and 
coming into bloom, and partly because it is a Hymn of 
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a less exalted character than the Te Deum, and therefoi'e 
more suitable for Lent. It is for this latter reason used 
also in the solemn Season of Advent 

4. THB BENEDICTUS. 
(7*0 be lued afUr iMStoondLuson <^f Mominif Praifwr,) 

This was the Song of Zacharias the High-Priest, the 
father of S. John Baptist. Because he had disbelieved 
when the Angel told nim he should have a son, he was 
struck dumb until after the birth of the child. When 
S. John was to be circumcised, his relations wished him 
to be called Zacharias after his father. His mother 
refused to consent, so they made signs to Zacharias how 
he would have him called. He wrote '* His name is John/' 
as the Angel had told him. Immediately his tongue 
was loosed, and his first act was to praise God. 

The Benedictus is a thanksgiving for the Incarnation. 

Ver. 2. Visited» means come to see. 

Ver. 3. David. Jesus Christ came of the house 
or family of David. S. Luke iL 4. 

Ver. 4. A Prophet is one who foretells future 
events. (See p. 28.) 

Ver. 6. Fore&ithers. The first promise of a 
Redeemer was made immediately after Adam's Fall. 
God told the serpent that the seed of the woman should 
bruise his head. Gen. iii 15. 

A Govenant is an agreement made between two or 
more people. 

God's side of His Covenant with Abraham was the 
promise that Christ should be of his seed. Abraham's 
side was that every male child should be circumcised, 

'* In thee shall all the fiunilles of the earth be blessed." Genesis xii. 8. 

Ver. 0. And thou, child, etc., refers to S. 
John the Baptist. He was the Messenger sent to pre- 
pare the way for Christ. 

Ver. 10. To srive knowledge of salvation, 
etc. " John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach 
the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins." S. 
Mark 1. 4. 

Ver. 11. The Davspring fix>m on higrh hath 
visited us. Jesus Chnst, the Sun of Righteousness, 
is the Day-spring from on high, ».e. coming in the fall 
light at once, and not partial as the sun, which rises and 
«ei8 again. Dayspring means the ''break of day." 
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"Bat unto yoa that few My Name shall the San of Bighteousiicft 
ariae with holding in Hia Wings." IfoIdeJii iv. S. 

Ver. 12. To firive li^rlit to them that sit in 
darkness. 

" In Him (the Wobd) was Life ; and the Life was the Light of men. 
" That was the Trae Light, which lighteth every man that comelh 
into the world." A /o^ i. 4, 9. 

To ^uide our feet into the way of peace. 
Jesus said 

"Mypeace 1 leave with yoa. If y peace I give onto yon." &/oJbnxir. ST. 

The Benedictus is omitted liere wlien it occurs in the 
Second Momin^ Lesson, and on S. John Baptist's Day, 
when it is read m the Gospel for the Day, for which day 
accordin^y another Psalm is provided. 

5. THE HUNDBEDTH PSALM. 

Jubilate Deo is the Latin for '^O he joyful in 
Gk)D." This is a song of joy and thanksgiving to Gk>D, 
as our Creator and Gk>od Shepherd. 

6. THE HAQNIFICAT. 
(7V» be HMd fifUfF ihA First Leuon qf Evening Prayer.) 

This was the Song of the Blessed Yir^ Mary when 
she heard the Salutation of her cousin Elisaheth. 

'* Elisabeth was fiUed with the Holy Ohost : and she spake out with 
a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is 
the frait of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the Mother of 
my Lord should come to me t " S. Luke i 42, 4S. 

There is a great similarity between the Magnificat and 
the Song of Hannah, I Sam. iL 

Ver. 2. Hand-maiden. Servant 

Ver. 3. All generations call me blessed. The 
Prayer Book teaches us to speak of her as " blessed." 
The Bubric calls Ma^ificat ** the Song of the Blessed 
Virson Mary.'' And m the Table of Festivals, her Fes 
tivsJs are mentioned as — 

The Purification of the Blessed Virgin, 

The Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin. 

Ver. 9. Holpen. Helped. 

7. THE NINETY-EIGHTH PSALM. 
{For occaaional uee in place qf tJie MagnifiocU.) 

Gantate Domino. O sing unto the Lord. 
This Psalm was placed amongst the Canticles in the 
Second Prayer Book of King Edward. 
Ver. 10, Equity. Justice. 
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8. NUNO DIHITTIB. 
(To ht kmI QfiiKr UkA Second Le$aon qf Evening iVaytr.) 

TMs song was uttered by Symeon in the Temple when 
he took the Holy Child Jesus in his arms. 

Ver. 1. To depart in peace. To die. 

AccordinfiT to Thy word. It had been revealed 
to him that he should not see death till he had seen the 
Lord's Christ. The woid Christ means Anointed. 

Thy salvation. Christ is the Salvation of God. 

Ver. 4. A li^ht to lifirhten the Ghentiles. 
Under the old dispensation only the Jews were God's 
chosen people. Jesus came into the world to draw all 
men unto Him, whether they be Jews or Gentiles. 

" I will also give Thee for a Lisht to the OentUes, that thoa OMyeiit 
be my Salvation onto the end of the earth.** Jaaiah zlix. 6. 

0. THB 8IXTT-SBVENTH PSALM., 
(For oeeaetonal nu in plaee of^vnc DimitUi.) 

This Fsahn oriiginall v formed part of the Daily Lauds, 
one of the Ancient Morning Offices from which our 
services are taken. 

THE PSALTER. 

The Psalter, or Book of Pscdms, is so divided 
that it may be gone through ever^ month. If there are 
thirty-one days, the Psalms appointed for the thirtieth 
are to be repeated. The version in our Prayer-Book is 
taken from the " Great Bible" translated by Archbishop 
Cranmer in the reign of Henry the Eighth. 

The Psalms are frill of prophecies of Christ and His 
Church ; and it is chiefly with reference to this, their 
evangelical meaning, that they are used in Divine ser- 
vice. Our Blessed Lord Himself tells us that there 
are thin^ written in the Psalms concerning Him. S. 
Luke zziv. 44. 

His dying words upon tlie Cross were uttered in the 

language of the Psalms. 

Father, into Thy Hands I com- Into Thy Hands I commend My 
mend My Spirit 8. John ziy. Spirit. P«. zzzi. 6. 

Let US take some parts of the Twenty-second Psalm 
and see how wonderfully they were fulfilled. This is 
specially the Psalm of the Passion. 

My God, My God , why hast Thou Jesos cried with a loud voice . . . 
foxsaken Mef Pe, zziL 1. My Ood, My God, why hast Thou 

forsaken Me? 8. Matt, zxvii. 4A, 
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All they that nee Me lanfrh Me to And they that passed by reviled 
bcom: they shoot out tlieir Uiw Him, wa^ng their heads, sad 
and shako their heads, saying. He saying, Thou that destroyest the 
trusted in God that He woula do- temple, and buildest it m three 
liver Him : let Him deliver Him If days, save Thyself. If Thou be th« 
He will have Him. Ver. 6, 7, 8. Son of God, come down f^m the 

Cross. Likewise also the chief 
priests mocking Him, with the 
scribes and elders, 8ai<i^ He saved 
others : Himself He cannot ssTe. 
If He be the Kins of Israel, let 
Him now come aown Ihim tiie 
Cross, and we will believe Him. 
He trusted In God; let Him de- 
liver Him if He will have Him. 5. 
MaXL zxvii. 89-43. 

They pierced My Hands and My Then the soldiers, when they ha^ 
feet; I may tell all Mv bones; crucified Jesus, took His garmeots 
they stand staring and looking and made four parts, to every sol- 
upon Me. They part Mv garments dier a part ; and also His coat : now 
among them and cast lots upon My the coat was without a seam, woven 
vesture. Ver. 17, 18. ft-om the top throughout. They 

said therefore among themselves, 
Let us not rend it, out cast lots 
for it, whose it shall be; that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled, which 
saith, They parted My raiment 
among them, and for My vesture 
they did cast lots. S, John xix. 28,24. 

We could go through maiiy of the Psalms in this way 
witli a Reference Bible. We have not room in this little 
book for more illustrations. 

There are Proper Psalms appointedfor certain daja 
These days are six in number, and are as follows : — 

1. CHRISTMAS DAT. Ps. 19, 46, 85, M. ; 80, 110, 182, S. 

Psalms. In these Psalms we praise Christ in His IncamatioiL 
He, the Bun of Righteousness, came forth as a Bridegroom out of His 
chamber (Fs. 19) when He was born into tlie world. " Mercy and 
Truth met together^ Righteousness and Peace kissed each other " (Pa. 
85) when OoD and Man were made one, and peace and goodwill towards 
men were proclaimed on earth. 

When Ood brought tiie First-Begotten into the world. He saith to 
Him, ** Thy Throne, O Ood, is for ever and ever " (compare Ps. 46 with 
the Epistle for the t>av). 

The 89th and 182nd Fsalms contain the promises made to David, thai 
the Messiah should be bom of his family, which promises were on this 
dayftilfiUed. 

The 110th speaks of His offices as a King and Priest , and of His 
triumph through sufferings. 

^e same teaching is seen in the other portions of Holy Scrtptore 
used on this day. 

Lessons. The Ist Morning Lesson is the prophecy of His coming 
in His two Natures. " Unto us a Child (Man) is bom ; unto us a Bon 
(Ood) Is given. " ^ The 2nd Lesson is the account of the fulfilment of the 
propne'sy In His birth. The 1st Evening Lesson prophesies of Hia 

1 God gave His Only-Begotten Son. 
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miracnloiiB Urth, and the Snd ipeiki to us of His love in oomlog as 
onr Saviour. 

Goeroel 3%e Gospel for the Day proclaims to us tliat the Uttle In- 
fant Ivmg in the manger at Bethlehem is the Eternal Ood, Who made 
all things. 

2L ASH WEDNESDAY. H. 6, 82, 88 : B. 102, 180, 143. 

Psalms. The seven Penitential Psalms are appointed for this day, 
six of them occur in the Morning and Evening Services, and one, the 
51st, in the Oommination Service, which is BX>ecially appointed to be 
used on Ash-Wednesday. The Psalms, Lessons, Epistle, and Gospel for 
to-day set before us the duties of repentance and fasting. 

8. GOOD FBIDAY. M. 22, 40, 64 ; E. «0, 88. 

Psalms. These are specially the Psalms of the Passion. On this 
day what is spoken in them was wonderftilly ftilfllled, as we have seen 
above in Ps. 22. 

Fb. 40 refers to the perfect conformity of Jesus to the will of His 
Father. 

Ijo, I come, in Ihe volume of Thy Not as I will, but as Thou wilt 
book it is written of Me, that I S. MaU. xxri. 89. 
should ftiim Thy will, O my God. 

p». n 10. 

They gave Me gall to eat : and They gave Him vinegar to drink 
when I was thirsty they gave Me mingleifwith gaU. iS. MaU, zxviL 
vinegar to drink. Pa. bdz. 21. 34. 

" Strangers had indeed risen up against Him, and tyrants which had 
not God before their eyes sought after His soul (Ps. liv.}, when He was 
delivered up to His enemies bv the heathen governor Pontius Pilate, 
and orucifled >y the heathen soldiers.** 

Xjessons. The Ist Morning Lesson is the account of the offering 
np of Isaac ; which was a type of our Blessed Saviour's sacrifice on the 
Cross : and that in the Evening is the prophecy of His sufTerings and 
humiliations (Isaiah liiLX ^^ rulfilment of which is put before us in 
the Gospel and 2nd Morning Lesson. The 2nd EveiUng Lesson (1 Peter 
ii.) sets Christ before us as our Great Example. 

4. BASTBB DAT. M. 2, 57, 111 ; E. 113, 114, lia 

PBalm.S. In these, the Psalms of the Resurrection, wo praise 
Christ in His glorious triumph over His enemies. The kings and rulers 
of the earth had indeed taken counsel together against the Lord and 
His Anointed (Ps. ii), when thev had put Him to death ; and He 
had laughed them to scorn, and had them in derision when He rose 
again triumphant on tiie third day. 

Christ, by His Resurrection, triumphed over the powers of darkness, 
and they had indeed digged a pit before Him and fallen into the midst 
of it themselves (Ps. Ivii.) when Hs through deatii destroyed him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil (Hob. ii. 14). 

The 111th and llSth Psalms are acts of praise and thanksgiving for 
onr Redemption. 

The 114th reminds us that, as Goo delivered the Israelites flrom their 
slavery in Egypt, so by His Death and Resurrection we are forced from 
the bondage of Saten. 

The 118tn is a song of triumph for victory. " The same stone which 
the builders refhsod is become the Head Stone of the corner" (v. 22). 
Jesus Christ is the Stone which was set at nought 1^ the builders 
(Acte iv.). 

IjeseK>llS. In the Old Testnment lessons we have an account of the 
Institution of the Feast of the Passover. The Passover and passage oi 
the Red Sea were types of the Death and Resurrection. Those in tb 
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New tell uf of the gloiy and mi^eitj of Christ ; the L^mb Who was 
■lain and la now alive for evermore. 

6. ASCENSION DAY. M. 8, 16, SI; B. 24, 47, 106. 

PsalmB. We praise Jeana, Who waa made a little lower than tiie 
angela by the auifering of death, now crowned with glory and honour 
(Pb. vlii.) in Hie triumphant Aacension. 

Fa. 15 ia a deacripUon of our Blesaed Maater'a life on earth, and 
what our Uvea muat be if we would follow Him in Hia glonr. 

In the 21at Paalm we pnUae our King who waa crowned with gloiy 
and great wnrahip. 

The 24th, 47th, and 108th are aonga of Joy— the Joy of the Blessed 
Angela in welcoming the King of Olory with a merry noiae and with tiie 
aoutid of the trump. 

Lessons. The lat Morning Leaaon ia DanleTa vlalon of God^ 
Kingdom. That in the Bvening, El^ah'a being taken up into Heaven, 
the t3rpe of our Lord'i Aaoenaion. 

The Goapel and 2nd Morning Leaaon contain an account of the ftilflt 
mentaoftnetype. 

6. WHITSIJN DAT. M. 48, 68; E. 104, 14S. 

Psalms. These Fsalma are acta of praise and thanka^ving for the 
coming of tiie Bleaaed Spirit on thia day, that Hb may abide with the 
Church for ever. We thank Chriat that He haa obtained thia Great 
Gift for ua. " Thou art gone up on high. Thou haat led oaptivitj cap- 
tive and received sifta for men : yea. even for Thine enemiea, that the 
Loan God might cTwell among them '* (Pa. IxviiL). 

" When Thou letteat Thy anaHh so forth, they ahaU be made ; and 
Thou ahalt renew the face of the earth " (Fa. civ.X 

Lessons. The lat Morning Leaaon containa the acoount of the In- 
atitution of the Feaat of Weeka ; the offering of the flrat-fruits of the 
harveat ; a type of the gathering in of 8000 converta on thia day ; the 
ftrst-fruita of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit The lat Evening 
Lesaon ia the prophecy of tne conversion of the GentUea. The two 
New Testament leaaona teach ua what ia the result of the Deaoent and 
Indwelling of the Bleaaed Spibit in the ChrLstian'a life. 

Gk>8pei« The Goapel containa our Bleaaed LoBo'a promiae that the 
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, ahould come ; and the £piatle givea the 
account of the ftdfllment fA the promiae. 

THE LESSONS. 

The Lessons are the portions of Sciiptaie appointed 
to be read during Morning and Evening Service. Tbe 
First is always taken from the Old Testament and t..e 
Apocrypha, the Second from the New. 

The Ijeotionary, or Table of Lessons, has lately 
been much revised. The chief alterations are 

1. The introduction of parts of the Books of the 
Chronicles. 

Of the Epistles into the Morning, and the Gospels 

and Acts into the Evening Services. 
Of the Book of the Revelation. 

2. The omission of the greater part of the Apocrypha. 

3. The division of the Chapters to shorten the Lessons. 



Order of Daily Prayer 2^ 

4. The afpwnXmyenX of Proper Lessons for Ash Wed- 
nesday. 

5. The olteraHon of many of the first Lessons for 
Sunday, and almost all the Holy Days ; and the addi- 
tion of special second Lessons for many of them. 

Daily Services. The first Lessons for the Daily 
Services begin s^n the first of January with the Book of 
Grenesis, and go on in a regular course, with the omis- 
sion of some few Chapters (not so suitable for public 
reading), and the Book of Isaiah, to the end of the 
Old Testament ; then a selection from the Apocrypha. 
The prophecies of Isaiah, as they specially refer to the 
comii^ of Christ, are reserved for the Season before and 
after Qiristmas. 

Proper Lessons for Sundays. Chapters &om 
Isaiah are read during Advent, Christmas, and part of 
Epiphany. On Septuagesima Sunday Genesis is oegun, 
and selections from most of the books go on in a regular 
order till the end of the Season of Trinity. 

Saints' Days. Lessons are chosen for these dayn 
which are most appropriate to the particular teaching ol 
the FestivaL 

THE CREEL 

The word Creed comes from the Latin credOy I believe. 
There are two creeds mentioned in the Kubric for use at 
Daily Prayer — the Apostles' and the Athanasian. The 
former of these is the oldest Whether it wits drawn up 
by the Apostles themselves is uncertain, but, at any rate, 
it is a summary of the doctrines they believed and taught 

The Apostles* Creed is divided ii^to three parts, 
and these i^ain are subdivided into twelve articles. 

In the First part, we confess our faith in QoD the 
Father, the Creator. 

In the Second, in God the Son, our Redeemer. 

In the Third, in God the Holy Ghost, our Sanctifier. 

1. 1 believe in God, means, I believe there is a God. 

The Father, 1. Of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. AH mankind, by creation. 

3. All baptized persons, by adoption. 
Almigrhty. Able to do all things. 

2. And in Jesus Christ. Jesus means Saviour, 
Christ, Anointed. In old times men were anointed witl 
oil to three offices — Prophet, Priest, and King. Elisk 
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was anointed to be prophet in Elijah's stead. AaioL 
and his sons were anointed that they might minister in 
the priest's office (Exodus xL 13-16). Saul was anointed 
to be king over Israel. Chbibt was anointed, not with 
oil, but with the Holy Qhost (Acts x. 38). Hb alone 
filled all three offices at the same time. Dayid. was a 
king and a prophet ; Melchizedec a king and a priest ; 
but in Chbibt only, all three were combined. The office 
of a prophet was to foretell future events and to teach ; 
that of a priest to offer up sacrifice, and to bless the 
people ; that of a king to rule. 

Christ, our great High Priest, offered up the one trae 
sacrifice, Himself, upon the Altar of the (>oss. 

As our Prophet, He teaches us by His Holy Word, 
His Example, His Ministers. 

As our King, He reigns in glory, and rules over na 

He descended. To descend is to go down. 

Into Hell. Hades or Paradise, the place of de- 
p^ed spirits. Our Lord's |)romise to the penitent 
thief, '^ To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.'^ S, 
Luke xxiii. 43. 

He ascended. To ascend is to eo up. 

To judfire the quick and the dea>d. The (xuick 
are the living. 

The Holy Oatholic Church. Catholic, oniversal 

Communion of Saints. Communion, oneness, 
fellowship. Heb. xiL 23. 

Resurrection of the body. Our bodies Mrill 
rise again. 

The Creed of S. Athanasius. 

This is a fuller exposition of the truths contained in 
the Apostles' Creed. This was rendered necessary be- 
cause heresies had arisen denying that the Three Persons 
of the Blessed Trinity were Co-equal. This Creed sets 
before us very fully the three great Mysteries of out 
Faith, and is to be used on certain Festivals. 

1. The Blessed Trinity, ver. 1-29. 

2. The Incarnation, ver. 29-40. 

3. E ternal reward and punishment, ver. 40-42. 
Whosoever will, that is, wishes or desires. 
Trinity in Unity. Three Persons in one Qod. 
Confoundingr. Mixing up or confusing. 
Co-eternal. Go means with or together. 
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XJncreate. Not made by any one. 

Incomprehensible. Cannot be contained in space. 

StemiJ. Without beginning 01 ending. 

Verity. Truth. 

Aforesaid. Named before. 

At whose comingr. Befeis to Jbsub Chbibt's 
Second Coming. 

And they that have done ffood shall ero 
into life everlasting, and they wat have done 
evil into everlastingr Are. Our Blessed Lord 
HiMSBLF said, *' He tiiat believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned." 
S. Mark xvi. 16. 

Also, '* He that believeth on Hito ^the Son of God) 
is nut condemned ; but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already." 

Again, in His description of the Last Jud^rment, He 
ends by saying, '' And these (those on the left hand) 
shall go away into everlasting punishment ; but the 
righteous into life etemaL" S. Matt xzv. 46. 

NICENE CREED. 

There is another profoasion of faith called tlie Nicsme CfUiSD, irhicn 
occunt in the Office for the Celebration of Holy Communion. It was 
drawn np at the Council of Nicea, a.d. 825, as far as u.e clause, " ) 
believe in the Holy Ohost'* The rest was added by the Council ot 
Constantinople, a.d. 881. The first of these Councils was convened to 
reftite the heresy of Arius, who denied that the Son was consubstuitial 
with the FiiTHXB ; the second, to reltite the heresy of Maccdonius, who 
denied the Divinity of Gk>D the Holt Ghost. 

THE VERSICLES. 

The Lord be with yoii, and its response, are a 
very ancient form of salutation. We find it in very 
nearly the same words in Ruth ii, and again in Ps. 
cxxix. 8 (Bible version). 

The Lesser Litany. Lord, havemercy uponus, etc. 

The LORD'S Prayer, without the Doxology, be- 
cause coming before prayer. 

The Versioles are a summary of the prayers that 
follow. They are chiefly taken from the Psalms. 

O Lord, shew, etc. " Shew us Thy mercy. Lord.** 

And grrant us, etc. "And grant us Thy salva- 
tion." Ps. Ixxxv. 7. 

Endue Thy ministers, etc. " Let Thy priests 
be dothed with righteousness.'' Ps. cxxxii. 0. 
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And make Thy ohosen, etc. ''And let Thy 
saints sing with joyfulnesa." Ps. cxxxii. 9. 
• O Lord, save^ etc. " save Thy people.** 

And bless Thine, etc. "And give Tny blessing 
unto Thine inheritance." Ps. xxviii. 10. 

O God make dean, etc. "Make me a clean 
heart, God." 

And take not, etc. "And renew a risrht spirit 
within me." Ps. IL 10. ^ ^ 

THE THREE COLLECTS. 

The First of the Day, which changes every Sunday 
and Holv Day. 

The Second for Peace, both Morning and Evening. 

The Third, in the Morning, for Grace to live well 
during the day ; and in the Evening, for Aid against 
perils in the coming night. We ask idl these blessings 
through Jesus Christ : through His might, tiiat we mav 
overcome our enemies ; through His merits, that we may 
be preserved from them. 

A Collect is divided into three parts — 

1. The Address; 2. The Petition; 3. The Conclusion. 

Let us take as an example the Collect for Peace in 
the Morning Service. 

We ad(&ess God as the ^^ Author of Peace and the 
Lover of Concord, in knowledge of Whom standeth our 
eternal life. Whose service is perfect freedom." 

We petition or ask Him to ''defend us in all 
assaults of our enemies ; that we surely, trusting in His 
defence, may not fear the power of any adversary." 

"We conclude throu^ the might of Jesus Christ. 

The Collect for the Day is a prayer, summing up 
as a general rule the teaching of the Gospel and Epistle 
and nrst Sunday Lesson. 

Let us take the First Sunday in Advent as an 
example — 

" Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away 
the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which Thy 
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 
that in the Last Day, when He shall come again in Sfis 
crlorious Majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, 

e may rise to the life mimortal, through Him," etc. 
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In the first part of this Collect we pray for grace to 
fulfil the iniunction S. Paul gives us in the Epistle for 
the Day. The first Morning L^son (Isaiah i.) denounces 
God's judgment against those works of darkness, and 
promises grace to tnose who will cast them away. 

The first Evening Lesson is a prophecy of His Second 
Coming in power and great glory as our King and Judge 
(Isaiah ii.), of which the Qospel gives the type— His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

THE CONCLUDING PRAYEKS. 

1. FOR THE QUEEN. S. Paul bids us pray for 
Kings and all who are in authority (1 Tim. iL 1). 

We ask God to behold our most gracious Sovereign 
with His favour — to look graciously or kindly upon her. 

To replenish -is not only to fill, but to keep 
supplying. 

incline to Thy Will, to bend or lean to Thy will. 

Endue. Supply with, clothe. 

Plenteously.^ Abundantly, plentifully. 

Heavenly gifts. Virtues, such as love, joy, 
peace, etc. 

Health. Strength of body. 

Wealth does not here mean riches, but health of 
mind or happiness. 

Vanquish and Overcome. To subdue. Two 
words with the same meaning are sometimes used to 
give more force to the expression ; or, in tiiis case, they 
may refer to her temporal and spiritual enemies. 

Felicity. Happmess. 

In the piayer for the Royal Family we aak for 
spiritual gifts in this life and eternal reward in the 
life to come. 

2. PRAYER FOR CLERGY. In this praver both 
for the clergy and people we address God as the Foun- 
tain of all Goodness. This means that He is the Source 
of all goodness ; that every good gift comes from Him. 

Mabels. Wonders. 

Oiurates. Those who have the cure of souls— all 
Cler^jr. 

Advocate. An advocate is one who pleads a 
cause. Jesus Christ is ever interceding for us : pleac" 
ing His precious merits before God the Father. 
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** If any man stn, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the Bighteuas.'* 1 5. John ii. 1. 

** Wherefore He is able to save thorn to the uttermost who come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them." 
JJe&reiM vii. 25. 

Mediator. One who comes between. Jesus Christ 

comes between QoD and man, and unites them in His 

own Person — HiMSELFbeing Perfect Gk)D and Perfect Man 

"One Mediator between Qod and man, the Man Christ Jesna" 
1 Timaihy ii. 5. 

3. PRAYER FOR ALL CONDITIONS OF MEN. 

This prayer is a summary of the intercessions already 
made in the Litany. We have prayed for the Queen, 
the Royal Family, the Bishops and Clergy, and the 
people committed to their charge, and now in this Col- 
lect we pray 

FifBt For all mankind, in whatever state of life, that 
all the heathen and the ignorant may be brought to the 
knowledge of God. 

Secondly. For the holy Catholic Church, that all her 
members may live up to their profession as Christians, 
and hold the Faith once delivered to the Saints, as con- 
tained in the Creeds. 

Thirdly, For all those who are afflicted in mind by 
sorrows ; in body by sickness ; in estate by poverty, 
etc., that they may bear them patiently, and in Qod's 
time be delivered from them. 

Several necessities. Different or various needs. 

A GENERAL THANKSGIVING. 

The address in this thanksgiving is the same as that 
in the General Confession. 

Almigrhty God, Father of all zneroies, or 
most merciful Father. We thank Him for His Good- 
ness and Lovingkindness. The iirst seems to refer to 
te mpo ral, the latter to spiritual mercies. 

we bless Him for our creation. That He 
has made us, given us life. 

Preservation. That He takes care of ua. 

All the blessings of this life. Temporal gifts ; 
such as food, clothing, health. 

Inestimable. Beyond value. 

Above all we thank Him for our spiritual gifta, our 
redemption by our Lord Jestjs Christ. 
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For the means of grrace. The Sactmnents, 
Hdj Scripture, Prayer. 

Tlie hope of glory. Our inheritance bj Baptism 
of the kingdom of heaven. 

Due sense. A right sense. 

Unfeifimedly. Really, sincerely. 

We shew forth God's praise with our lips in Psalms 
and Hymns, Prayers and Thanksgivings : in our lives 
by keeping the commandments. 

In holiness. Doing our duty towards Gk)d. 

And rigrhteousness. Towards our neighbour. 

PRAYER OF S. CHRYSOSTOM. 

All the forefi^oing prayers have been addressed to God 
the Father : the prayer of S. Chrysostom, however, is 
addressed to God the Son ; in it we remind Him of His 
promise, that ^' where two or three are &;athered together 
in My Name, there am I in the midst of them" (S 
Matt zviiL 20). 

One aiccord. One mind, one consent 

Common supplication. A prayer in which all 
unite. 

Fulfil, now, O Lord, etc. We ask God to 
answer our piayers, not according to our will, but in 
tlie way that He knows is best for us. 

THE BENEDICTION. 

It has always been a custom both in the Jewish and 
Christian Churches that the people should be dismissed 
with a final blessing. God Himself gave the Israelites 
a form (Num. vi. 23, 24). This one at the end of Daily 
Prayer is the same with which S. Paul closes his Epistle 
to the Corinthians. 

The graoe of our Lord Jesus Christ is needed 
for our pardon and Justification. 

The love of God the Father supplies us with aU 
external blessings. 

The fellowship of the Holy Ghost fills us 
with all graces for our complete sanctification. And all 
this not only wow, but to remain i*-ith us for evemioie. 
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A LITANY is a form of prayer consisting of short 
, supplications. The Litany is appointed to be 
said on Sunday, because on this day there is the largest 
attendance at Church. On Wednesday and Friday, be- 
cause they were the old days of humiliation and aostin- 
ence : the former * as the day of our Blessed Lord's 
betrayal by Judas Iscariot to the chief priests ; and the 
latter as the day of His Crucifixion. 

The prayers in the Morning Service for the Queen, 
Koyal Family, Clei^, and all conditions of men, are 
omitted when the Litany is used. 

The Litany may be divided into five parts. 

1. THE INVOCATIONS are addressed to each per- 
son of the Blessed Trinity separately, and then the 
Unity, thereby acknowledging our belief that "The 
Father is God, the Son is God ; and the Holy Ghost 
is God. And yet they are not three Gods; but One God. 

2. THE DEPRECATIONS (v. 6-11), or prayers to 
be delivered from evils and sins, are addressed to out 
Saviour, because He made atonement for sin upon the 
Cross. 

Blindness of heart. Not being able to see the truth. 

Pride, vaingrlory, and hypocrisy. Sins 
against ourselves, inward sins. We oegin with pride, 
thinking well of ourselves ; and this leads up to vain- 
glory, desiring that others should think well of us ; and 
results in hypocrisy, only doing good that men may 
speak well of us. 

Envy, hatred, ajid malice. Sins against our 
neighbour. Cain is an instance how one ot these sins 
indulged in leads on to another. First, he envied his 
brother, because lus offering was more acceptable to 
God, and this feeling indulged in, led him on to hatred, 
which vented itself m the act of murder. Malice is a 
spirit of revenge. 

The deceits of the world. The evil of others, 
or sins which others lead us into,-r-6uch as bad com- 
panions, etc. 
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The flesh. Sins against our bodies, such as drunk- 
enness, gluttony, laziness, impuiitgr. 

The devil. Satan's special sins, — ^pride, yaingloiy, 
envy. 

Sudden death. Unprepazed death. 

Sedition, privy conspiracyi and rebellion, 
are sins against our ruleis. Absalom is an instance how 
une of these sins leads on to another. He began by 
Becretly finding fault or murmuring against King David, 
lus fatner. Wnen he had got the hearts of the people, 
he made a secret conspiracy, which resulted in the act 
of open rebellion of proclaiming himself king in Hebron. 

Heresy. Will' lu disbelief of any article of the 
Faith. 

Schism. Cutting or rending. Separation from the 
Church. 

3. THE PLEADINGS. We ask our Lord to deliver 
us by all He has done and suffered for uai 

Mystery. Something we cannot understand. 

Incarnation. Taking our flesh. 

Baptism, Fastingr, and Temptation. After 
His baptism by S. John Baptist, and forty days' fast in 
the wilderness, Jesus suffered Himself to be tempted of 
the devil, that we might be able to resist his assaults. 

Tribulation . . . wealth. Sorrows and troubles, 
happiness and prosperity, alike may draw us away from 
God. The first by making us impatient and rebellious, 
the second by leading us to be forgetful whose gift» 
they are. 

4. THE INTERCESSIONS, or Prayers for others.— 
We pray for — 

(1.) The Church Universal. 

(2.) The Queen and Royal Family. 

(3.J The Bishops and Clergy. 

(4.) All whom the Queen has placed in authority 
under her. 

(5.) For all men and nations. 

(6.) For "all in trouble, sorrow, need, sicknesss, or 
any other adversity." 

(7.) For our enemies. 



36 The Litany 

5. THE SUPPLICATIONS are for temporal gifts— 
the fruits of the earth ; for spiritual gifts — ^repentance, 
fomveneas, and amendment. 

&indly fruits. Fruits after their kind. ''And the 
earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after 
his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in 
itself after his kind." Gen. i. 12. 

Sins. Evil we have done. 

NesrUfirences. Good left undone. 

Igrnoranoes. Sins committed without knowing they 
are wrong, like S. Paul when he persecuted the Chris- 
tians. 

In the following versidos we address our Blessed Lord 
in His two Natures. 

Son of GkxL His Divine Nature. 

Lamb of Qod. His human Nature. Hb is called 
'' The Lamb,'' because He was offered as a sacrifice for 
sin. 

The Lesser Litany is addressed to each Pei-son of 
the filessed Trinity. 

O Lord, deal not with us after, etc. The 
word "after" here means "according to" — ^as we de- 
serve. 

The responses to the following prayers are taken from 
Psalm xliv. 26 : — " Arise, and help us : and deliver us 
for Thy mercy's sake." 

O Qod, we have heard, etc., is from Ps. xhv. 1. 
" We have heard with our ears, God, our fathers have 
told us : what Thou hast done in their times of old." 

Then follows the Gloria Patri, some versicles and le- 
sponses, and a prayer for protection from eviL The two 
mial prayers have already been noticed. 
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